Early Parliamentary Career           IS
Indeed, George's theory is but a develop-
ment of one aspect of the Ricardian theory of
rent and value and of Mill's theory of unearned
increment, ands of course, pushed to extremes,,
the theory may become absurd, but, understood
in the right way, with all its limitations, it may
yield, as events have shown, valuable lessons.*"
iii
George's theory, which has been stated
above in its most acceptable form, was adopted
by the English and the Scottish Leagues and
the League's Members in Parliament set
themselves to put it into practice. More than
one Bill for the taxation of land values
were promoted in the < House by private
Members, the most important of them being
that of Mr. 0. P. Trevelyn and that of
Dr. Macuamara. The drastic amendment,
amounting to rejection, by the Lords, of the
Government's own modest Bill of 1906 appli~
cable to Scotland brought matters to a head,
and the Taxation of Land Values Group in the
Commons set itself to promote a grand
memorial to Government. The memorial was
* For a trenchant  criticism of George's theory* eee Ma own
countryman Major  Walker's  Politfa&Z JBeonomy,    pp. 4I7-*-483*